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Moving the Gender Equality Needle 
Towards more accessible data on gender financing

Moderator:
- IATI Secretariat / UNDP - Anna Whitson

Speakers:
- CanWaCH: Jessica Ferne Director, Global Health Impact & Imaeyen Okon Senior 

Data Management Officer
- Open Data Watch and Data2X - Shaida Badiee Managing Director & Senior Advisor
- Publish What You Fund - Jamie Holton  Project Management & Research Officer
- UN Women - Lucretia Ciurea Monitoring and Reporting Analyst



Welcome!
Please make sure your Zoom display name 

includes your full name and organisation 

Ask questions via the chatbox

Live interpretation is available in 
(ENG), (FR), (ESP)
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Introduction
Purpose

● Recap VCE 1 - session by CanWaCH on their a new open access platform to showcase Canada’s contribution to 
global health and gender equality programming.

● VCE 2 -  deeper dive into accessibility and use of gender financing:
○ Examine the current state of accessibility and use of gender finance data; 
○ Explore and showcase different approaches, from global to local reach; 

Set-up and logistics

● 1 hour: both informative and interactive;
● Ways of interacting: drop your comments or questions via the chat box      & participate in Zoom polls

#iatiVCE#iatiVCE2International Aid Transparency Initiative Virtual Community Exchange 2 #iatiVCE2 12 and 13 October 2021



Agenda
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1. Introduction: purpose and set-up of the meeting

2. PART #1 - setting the scene presentation - by Publish What You Fund - Jamie Holton
● PWYF-report:

○ State of accessibility and use of gender finance data; 
○ Brokering role IATI (incl. recommendations); 

● Q&A with audience;

3. PART #2 - putting pen to paper pitches: 3 concrete approaches to improving accessibility / usability of gender 
finance data:

● CanWaCH - Project Explorer; 
● Open Data Watch - Data2X;
● UN Women - gender data presentation at country levels; 

4. PART #3 panel discussion and Q&A with audience 

5. Wrap-up



 
Who is in the Zoom room?  
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Putting Pen to Paper - Pitches
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Three approaches to improving accessibility and usability of gender finance data

1. CanWaCH - Project Explorer - impact of the Project Explorer;
2. Open Data Watch - Data2X - gender data financing; 
3. UN Women - ways towards gender finance accessibility at the country-level; 

Brief clarifying Q&A with the audience after each presentation so:

Make sure to share your questions or comments via the chat box
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CanWaCH Project Explorer: 
Data for Impact

Imaeyen Okon, Senior Data Management Officer, CanWaCH
Jessica Ferne, Director Global Health Impact, CanWaCH  
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CanWaCH Project Explorer
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Opportunities & Challenges 
● Fostering Partnerships: 

○ Women-led and grassroots organizations

● Supporting Accountability
○ Nuanced coding

● Engagement & Learning
○ Encouraging a culture of engagement with data reporting & transparency
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For more information: 
impact@canwach.ca

www.canwach.ca/data 

mailto:impact@canwach.ca
http://www.canwach.ca/data
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Filling Financing Gaps for 
Better Gender Data

Shaida Badiee, Open Data Watch
MOVING THE GENDER EQUALITY NEEDLE: 
TOWARDS MORE ACCESSIBLE DATA ON 
GENDER FINANCING
12 October 2021
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Defining the core 
gender data 
ecosystem. 
A combination of core 
surveys, censuses, and 
administrative systems 
produces gender-related 
indicators. 
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Approximately half 
of all 
gender-related 
indicators are 
missing entirely or 
lack 
sex-disaggregated 
data in national 
and international 
databases
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Gaps remain in the availability of surveys and admin systems
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Overlapping 
weaknesses
25 IDA-eligible countries 
have weakness in 
two gender data 
systems and 34 have 
weaknesses in all three.
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How much will it cost to close these gaps?

There was 
a shortfall 
of around 
$450 
million 
per year 
in the 
post-2015 
period.
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1 billion USD
per year (2021-2025)

How much will it cost to close these gaps?

An estimated 1 billion USD is 
needed per year from domestic 
and external sources. 

500 million USD
We need around $500 million from donors per year until 2030, which 

represents roughly a doubling of existing external funding.
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What will it take to increase and improve funding?

Coalition of 
stakeholders

Increase 
use of and 

demand 
for gender 

data

Deliver on 
promise of 

new and 
alternative 

gender 
data 

sources

Encourage 
and support 
country-driv

en 
approaches 
for domestic 

resource 
mobilization 

(DRM)

Strengthen 
core gender 

data 
systems

Improved 
modes of 
support 

for gender 
data 

Example:
The Bern 
Network

Example:
Clearing 
House
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Leveraging data to support greater financing coordination 

The Clearinghouse for Financing Development Data complements efforts 
such as the World Bank's Global Data Facility to help identify financing needs 
and stimulating partnerships, as well as tracking commitments made at the 
Generation Equality Forum.



THANK YOU
opendatawatch.com

data2x.org
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Way towards 
gender 

financing data 
October 12, 2021

















Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB)
45

Brings together two 
issues that are not 

commonly associated 
with one another: 

Gender Equality and 
Public Financial 
Management;

Argues that gender 
equality principles 

should be 
incorporated into all 
stages of the budget 

process;

Seeks to improve the 
results of budgets in 
general, and gender 

equality and women’s 
empowerment in 

particular;

Focuses on key 
economic and social 

matters that are often 
overlooked or 

obscured in 
conventional budget 
and policy analysis, 

and decision making.



Challenges 
faced

• Difficulties in identifying budget programs that would 
eventually include elements of GRB in their MTBP 
requests

• Lack of awareness of gender related issues among 
some of the line ministries’ employees 

• Focusing on Gender Equality not a priority in some 
cases

• Lack of data and other meaningful statistics to support 
MTBP in general, and GRB in particular (gender based 
disaggregated data) 

• Program Management Teams not functioning in full 
compliance with the MoF instructions

• Not sufficient funds to support GRB related goals and 
objectives in some programs











• https://data.unwomen.org/publications/women-count-ann
ual-report-2019 

https://data.unwomen.org/publications/women-count-annual-report-2019
https://data.unwomen.org/publications/women-count-annual-report-2019


PANEL DISCUSSION
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Closing
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● Key takeaways (by moderator)

● We will follow-up on your comments during the session and through the chat; any 
further questions or suggestions? - Please contact sander.hees@undp.org

● For a recap of the VCE2, or any follow-up questions based on the session: create your 
profile on IATI Connect (https://iaticonnect.org/) and join one of our Communities. 

mailto:sander.hees@undp.org
https://iaticonnect.org/

